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Read each numbered statement. Then choose the sentence (a or b) that best describes the
situation.

1. T shouldn't have called him.
I called him.
b. I didn’t call him.

2. My parents ought to have moved away from that neighborhood.
a. Theyre going to move, but they're not sure when.
B Moving was a good idea, but they didn't do it.

3. I should have told them what T thought.
@ I didn’t tell them, and now I regret it.
b. I told them, and that was a big mistake.

4. We could have told you that movie was no good.
@;\ We didn’t know you were planning to go, so we didn't tell you.
b. We haven't seen the movie yet, so we can't tell you about it.

5. He might have warned us about the traffic.
a. He didn’t know, so he couldn’t tell us.
(b} He knew, but he didn't tell us.

6. Felicia could have been a vice president by now.
(&) Felicia didn't become a vice president.
b. Felicia is a vice president.

7. I ought to have practiced more.
a. | practiced enough.
(b) T didn’t practice enough.

8. They shouldn't have lent him their car.
a. They refused to lend him their car.
@ They lent him their car.
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A class is discussing an ethical
quiestion. Complete the discussion .Problem: Greg, a college student, worked
with the correct form of the verbs successfiully for a clothing store for a year.

‘ He spent moest of his salary/on books and tuition:
One week he wanted some exira money to buy a
’ sweater fo wear fo a parfy. He asked for a raise,
negative. but his boss reflsed. The same week, Greg
discovered an extra sweater ina shipment he was
unpacking. It was very stylish and just his size.
Greg “borrowed" it for the weekend and then
brought it back. His boss feund ol and fired him.

in parentheses or short answers.
Choose berween affirmative and
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TEACHER: Should Greg’s boss have aivet him a raise?
1. (Should / give)
STUDENT A: Yes, he __sha,id ;»;_fj'. Ve . After all, Greg had worked there for a whole
z
year. His boss ghawldn? Lave Nwzw 4 at that point.

3, (should / refuse}
STUDENT B: But maybe his boss couldn't afford a raise. Anyway, Greg still

shouldn't Jpve Jaleps the sweater. It wasn't his.
4. (should / take)
/ )
TEACHER: What shaudd he byve dany instead?

5. (should / do)

STUDENT C: He yniok ] hive swslod his boss to sell him the sweater. Then he
v 6 (mlght 7 ask)

for it slowly, out of his salary.

STUDENT A: He ...} 7 save i his old clothes to the party. A new sweater just
Y 3 (ought to / wear)

wasn't worth all this trouble.

N
¥4

Teacuer: Well,  cbaod Greg's boss _fave Fre him?
9. {should / flre)

Greg had been a good employee for a year.

STUDENT B:

1] ] / - .
TeacHER: How _ shaudid he _hawe  hpndl /zd  the situation?
ed M. (should /handle]
STUDENT C: He _guyb? 7o bove wors him. He shauddpn’? bhave  just

. (ought to / warn)

i.

Five -'t' him without any warning.

B (should / fire)
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Read the things Greta is complaining about. Rewrite all the things she regrets about the past,
using the modals in parentheses. Choose between affirmative and negative.

1. T didn't go to college. Now I'm unhappy with my job.

(should) | should have gore to college.

2. My brother quit a good job, and now he’s sorry. I knew it was a mistake, but I didn’t
warn him. How inconsiderate of me! .

- - "

(might) /[ wmailq b7 Pave wyne d Li 1,

o

3, I feel sick. I ate all the chocolate.

(should) I chouldn't have eples rhem.

(continued on next page)
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M Advisability And Obligation In The Past

Christina didn’t come over. She didn’t even call.

(might) _She min bt bave (ulled.

. I didn’t have enough money to buy the shirt. Why didn’t Ed offer to lend me some?

(could) He (oedd buve lemd sy

. I jogged five miles yesterday, and now I'm exhausted.

(should)

. The supermarket charged me for the plastic bag. They used to be free.

(should) 'J showddn’t Fray tharavd me or asTi hua.

. I didn’t do the laundry yesterday, so I don't have any clean socks. Everyone else gets

their laundry done on time. Why can't I?

(ought to)

. I didn't invite Cynthia to the party. Now she’s angry at me.

(should) L showul hyve lnylTe & pa /

Yesterday was my birthday, and my brother didn’t send me a card. I'm hurt.

/

(might) [#¢_ L7
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Read this journal entry. Find and correct six mistakes in the use of modals. The first mistake
is already corrected.

December 15

About a week ago, Jennifer wis late for work again, and Dovg, our bass, told me he
wanted to get rid of her. 1 was really wpset. Of course, Jenmifer shouldn't Bad been late
so often, but he might has ta/ked to her about the problem before he deaded to let her
0. Then he told me to make her job difficult for her so that she wou/dqmt 1 just
pretended | didn't hear him. What a mistake! | ought d - confronted him right
away. Or  could at least have warned jenmﬁ:r Anyway, Jennifer is still here, but now
/' woryied about my own job. Should | uf told his boss? { wonder: Maybe | should |

/1&]’1’!(4(/6 t/m{qs cﬁ/ﬁrznf{y last week, The companiy should never k_ﬂs hrrm( t/ns\qqy.
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COMMUNICATION PRACTICE

o

ﬁ Jennifer is taking some of Dr. David Burns'’s
advice by recording all the things she regrets at the end
of the day. Listen to her recording. Then listen again
and check the things she did.

To Do

D Homework

E Walk to work

D Make $100 bank deposit
' Buy coat

D Call Aunt Rose

(V] call kon

[ | Gotosupermarket

]

Finish David Burns's book

Work with a partner. Look at the picture of Jennifer's apartment. What should she have done?
What shouldn't she have done? Write as many sentences as you can in five minutes. When you
are downe, compare your answers with those of your classmates.

EXAMPLE:
She should have paid the electric bill.
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