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In this section, you will hear an interview with Katherine about Katherine’s 
friendships. How they have started, how she maintains them, and why they are 
important to her.  
 
Listening Task One: listen to part one of the interview. Write T for true, and F for 
false for each statement, then compare your answers with a partner. Correct the 
false statements. 
 
- Katherine, how long have we known each other? 
- Let’s see. We met when you interviewed me for a teaching job. Was it six, seven, 
maybe seven or eight years ago? 
- Yeah, I guess so, yeah. That's right.  
- But we began to be friends. I think it what might have started it was when I asked 
you a favor, which was to help me give my cat, Sophie, a flea bath. 
- Yes. 
-Yeah, that was hard for me. It was hard for me to ask that kind of a favor to someone 
I didn't know that well, because, you know, it seemed fairly bothersome, but it 
turned out to be kind of fun. 
- Yeah, it was fun. I still have the scarves. 
- Oh, she had a lot of fleas on her.  
-She had a lot of fleas on her, Yeah.  
- Well, we. Yeah, and after that, we started to be good friends. One thing that I've 
realized about you is that you have a lot of close friends from, you know, different 
periods in your life. 
- Aha. 
- How have your friendships gotten started? 
- Well, I'd say that most of my friendships have sprung from some kind of a shared 
interest. You know, either at work or school or somewhere else. 
- Aha. 
-I have made a lot of friends at work. I value work a lot, and I feel like I have a 
particular work ethic, and so if I'm working with other people who have the same 
work ethic, that for me is something very large that we have in common. It makes 
for a good base for a possible friendship, or sometimes it's just that I have some, I 
don't know, some sense of, “Yeah, This is a person that I'd like to get to know” 
because I heard them make a remark that I thought was funny huh or I observed 
them in some situation, or we work well together, or we have some common 
interest. 
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- You mentioned your friend Odette earlier how did you two get to be friends, oh? 

- Well, let's see I was going to graduate school, and I was taking a course in linguistics, 
and I noticed this other woman in the same class, and I really liked the way she looked. 
The way you know, and I remember thinking, oh, she's too cool. She would never 
want to be friends with someone like me, and I didn't talk to her because I was just 
so intimidated by her coolness, oh gosh, and then I think what happened. We were in 
a study group together and got a chance to talk. At some point, she revealed to me 
that she thought I was too cool for her too, and we ended up being great friends. 

- Good! 

 -Yeah, and we realized that neither of us was that cool after all. 

 
Listening Task Two: read the following incomplete summary of part two of the 
interview, then listen to part two of the interview and complete the summary. 

- Katherine, you have quite a few long-distance friendships. How do you maintain 
them? 
- Yeah, well. Friendship is very important to me. I think friendships need tending, 
yeah, I put a big value on being current with my friends, and that's something that's 
hard to do long distance. 
- Mm-hmm. 
- But there are friends I have that I don't live close to that I have managed to stay very 
close to my friend Odette lives back east and she's not much for writing letters, so we 
took on the phone at least once a week usually for, oh, an hour at a time and we take 
turns calling, so I stay current with her by talking. 
- So, how are your phone bills? 
- Oh, my phone bills are high. I consider it just like one of my living expenses. You 
know, like rent, and then there's several friends that I do write because I love to write 
and I love to get letters, and it's a cool thing because I have it's a concrete record of, 
you know what we were doing. 
- You say. 
- Yeah, I save all my letters. 
- Do you reread them? 
- You know, I don't. I don't on a regular basis, but something there's something about 
throwing away a letter that I just can't do it, yeah, and I've got quite a collection. 
- So, um, some friends you telephone and others you write to? 
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- Oh, and email. 
- uh-huh. 
- I had one friend who just wasn't you know just wasn't into writing letters, but she 
got online, and email is her thing, and since I've gotten an email address recently. I've 
discovered I've heard from her like twice a week for the past two months, which is 
unprecedented. I've known her for a long time since, so I'd say 1980, I think, and we've 
always considered ourselves friends, but I haven't I've kind of been in and out of touch 
with her, and now I'm back in good touch with her because she'll sit down and write 
me a letter on email, where she just couldn't do it on pen and paper, so that's great. 
- Yeah. 
- Yeah, I'm all for email. I just think it's another way to keep in touch. 
- Yeah, so in your view, what is it that good friends do for each other, Katherine? 
- Well, I think friends I feel like one thing I want my friends to do is to call me on things 
you know to let me know if I do something that upsets them or for whatever reason. 
I think that's one thing friends you know do for each other, and that's why sometimes 
friendship can get prickly and hard, and you can fight, but I've never felt fighting was 
bad; it's just showing that you care, but other things, I think friends provide comfort 
and support and adventure and jokes, especially with old French. Yes! You share jokes 
that you've created together that you've understood, and all you have to do is say 
one word, and the other person can go off into peals of laughter, and that's pretty. 
- It's powerful. 
- Yeah, yeah, it is, and it's a great way to mark time. I think to realize that you've 
actually accrued this common. 
- history! 
- Yeah, yeah, so it's kind of like I think of friends as the family that we get to choose, 
and that's why friendships such a wonderful thing. 
 
Listen for the third time to make sure you understood everything. 
 
- Katherine, how long have we known each other? 
- Let’s see. We met when you interviewed me for a teaching job. Was it six, seven, 
maybe seven or eight years ago? 
- Yeah, I guess so, yeah. That's right.  
- But we began to be friends. I think it what might have started it was when I asked 
you a favor, which was to help me give my cat, Sophie, a flea bath. 
- Yes. 



 Advanced Three - Unit Two - Listening 
 

4 | P a g e  
 

-Yeah, that was hard for me. It was hard for me to ask that kind of a favor to someone 
I didn't know that well, because, you know, it seemed fairly bothersome, but it 
turned out to be kind of fun. 
- Yeah, it was fun. I still have the scarves. 
- Oh, she had a lot of fleas on her.  
-She had a lot of fleas on her, Yeah.  
- Well, we. Yeah, and after that, we started to be good friends. One thing that I've 
realized about you is that you have a lot of close friends from, you know, different 
periods in your life. 
- Aha. 
- How have your friendships gotten started? 
- Well, I'd say that most of my friendships have sprung from some kind of a shared 
interest. You know, either at work or school or somewhere else. 
- Aha. 
-I have made a lot of friends at work. I value work a lot, and I feel like I have a 
particular work ethic, and so if I'm working with other people who have the same 
work ethic, that for me is something very large that we have in common. It makes 
for a good base for a possible friendship, or sometimes it's just that I have some, I 
don't know, some sense of, “Yeah, This is a person that I'd like to get to know” 
because I heard them make a remark that I thought was funny huh or I observed 
them in some situation, or we work well together, or we have some common 
interest. 
- You mentioned your friend Odette earlier how did you two get to be friends, oh? 

- Well, let's see I was going to graduate school, and I was taking a course in linguistics, 
and I noticed this other woman in the same class, and I really liked the way she looked. 
The way you know, and I remember thinking, oh, she's too cool. She would never 
want to be friends with someone like me, and I didn't talk to her because I was just 
so intimidated by her coolness, oh gosh, and then I think what happened. We were in 
a study group together and got a chance to talk. At some point, she revealed to me 
that she thought I was too cool for her too, and we ended up being great friends. 

- Good! 

 -Yeah, and we realized that neither of us was that cool after all. 

- Katherine, you have quite a few long-distance friendships. How do you maintain 
them? 
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- Yeah, well. Friendship is very important to me. I think friendships need tending, 
yeah, I put a big value on being current with my friends, and that's something that's 
hard to do long distance. 
- Mm-hmm. 
- But there are friends I have that I don't live close to that I have managed to stay very 
close to my friend Odette lives back east and she's not much for writing letters, so we 
took on the phone at least once a week usually for, oh, an hour at a time and we take 
turns calling, so I stay current with her by talking. 
- So, how are your phone bills? 
- Oh, my phone bills are high. I consider it just like one of my living expenses. You 
know, like rent, and then there's several friends that I do write because I love to write 
and I love to get letters, and it's a cool thing because I have it's a concrete record of, 
you know what we were doing. 
- You say. 
- Yeah, I save all my letters. 
- Do you reread them? 
- You know, I don't. I don't on a regular basis, but something there's something about 
throwing away a letter that I just can't do it, yeah, and I've got quite a collection. 
- So, um, some friends you telephone and others you write to? 
- Oh, and email. 
- uh-huh. 
- I had one friend who just wasn't you know just wasn't into writing letters, but she 
got online, and email is her thing, and since I've gotten an email address recently. I've 
discovered I've heard from her like twice a week for the past two months, which is 
unprecedented. I've known her for a long time since, so I'd say 1980, I think, and we've 
always considered ourselves friends, but I haven't I've kind of been in and out of touch 
with her, and now I'm back in good touch with her because she'll sit down and write 
me a letter on email, where she just couldn't do it on pen and paper, so that's great. 
- Yeah. 
- Yeah, I'm all for email. I just think it's another way to keep in touch. 
- Yeah, so in your view, what is it that good friends do for each other, Katherine? 
- Well, I think friends I feel like one thing I want my friends to do is to call me on things 
you know to let me know if I do something that upsets them or for whatever reason. 
I think that's one thing friends you know do for each other, and that's why sometimes 
friendship can get prickly and hard, and you can fight, but I've never felt fighting was 
bad; it's just showing that you care, but other things, I think friends provide comfort 
and support and adventure and jokes, especially with old French. Yes! You share jokes 
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that you've created together that you've understood, and all you have to do is say 
one word, and the other person can go off into peals of laughter, and that's pretty. 
- It's powerful. 
- Yeah, yeah, it is, and it's a great way to mark time. I think to realize that you've 
actually accrued this common. 
- history! 
- Yeah, yeah, so it's kind of like I think of friends as the family that we get to choose, 
and that's why friendships such a wonderful thing. 
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Listen to a professor talk about the ideas of best-selling author, Deborah Tannen. 
In her opinion, what is the main difference between friendship among men and 
friendship among women? 

- Oh, hi, Grass. How was your weekend? Anyone get together, dear friends? Yes, 
Jessica, what did you do? 
- Oh well, nothing much, really. We pretty much sat at a cafe and talk. 
- Uh-huh. What about? 
- Um. You know about nothing and everything. Let's see about my sister's new 
baby, and about when she could go back to work, and you know who should take 
care of the baby. Things like that. 
- Okay, now what about the guys? Any of you get together with a friend? 
- Well, buddy and buddy and I went to a ball game. 
- Okay, what did you talk about? 
- Um, the game I mean you know when we're at the game, we, you know, talk about 
the players and what's going on in the game. 
- And nothing else?! 
- Well, not really. I mean--- Were we supposed to talk about something? 
- Perfect. Do you know what just happened, Grass? Jessica and George have just 
demonstrated for us the basic idea of today's lecture that friendship between 
women is different from friendship between men. Now, Deborah Tannen is an 
author who has written about the relationships between men and women, and why 
they often don't understand one another. When a woman talks with a man, she 
will often feel, as though, he isn't really listening, or that they aren't really having a 
conversation. Right?! And a man often doesn't understand what the woman really 
wants from him, what's her point. He wonders, where is this conversation going. 
How many of you feel that this sounds familiar? 
Okay, most of you. Well, Tannen points out that we can understand this lack of 
communication better when we examine how men and women view friendship. 
Okay, for a woman, her best friend is someone she can be close with and talk to. 
They talk in detail about everyday events in their lives; they share feelings and 
secrets. Talking gives women a chance to better understand their world and 
themselves. For a man, talking is generally more straightforward. It's about giving 
and getting facts. Men generally don't base their friendships on talking, but I'm 
doing. Getting together with buddies, playing sports, or going places, men will often 
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put down a woman's need to talk with her close friend about a subject in great 
detail. They don't understand how women can put up with such a long 
conversations. Okay, so who here agrees with Tannen's ideas? 

 

Now listen again and check your answers. 

- Oh, hi, Grass. How was your weekend? Anyone get together, dear friends? Yes, 
Jessica, what did you do? 
- Oh well, nothing much, really. We pretty much sat at a cafe and talk. 
- Uh-huh. What about? 
- Um. You know about nothing and everything. Let's see about my sister's new 
baby, and about when she could go back to work, and you know who should take 
care of the baby. Things like that. 
- Okay, now what about the guys? Any of you get together with a friend? 
- Well, buddy and buddy and I went to a ball game. 
- Okay, what did you talk about? 
- Um, the game I mean you know when we're at the game, we, you know, talk about 
the players and what's going on in the game. 
- And nothing else?! 
- Well, not really. I mean--- Were we supposed to talk about something? 
- Perfect. Do you know what just happened, Grass? Jessica and George have just 
demonstrated for us the basic idea of today's lecture that friendship between 
women is different from friendship between men. Now, Deborah Tannen is an 
author who has written about the relationships between men and women, and why 
they often don't understand one another. When a woman talks with a man, she 
will often feel, as though, he isn't really listening, or that they aren't really having a 
conversation. Right?! And a man often doesn't understand what the woman really 
wants from him, what's her point. He wonders, where is this conversation going. 
How many of you feel that this sounds familiar? 
Okay, most of you. Well, Tannen points out that we can understand this lack of 
communication better when we examine how men and women view friendship. 
Okay, for a woman, her best friend is someone she can be close with and talk to. 
They talk in detail about everyday events in their lives; they share feelings and 
secrets. Talking gives women a chance to better understand their world and 
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themselves. For a man, talking is generally more straightforward. It's about giving 
and getting facts. Men generally don't base their friendships on talking, but I'm 
doing. Getting together with buddies, playing sports, or going places, men will often 
put down a woman's need to talk with her close friend about a subject in great 
detail. They don't understand how women can put up with such a long 
conversations. Okay, so who here agrees with Tannen's ideas? 
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