
 Advanced Three - Unit Six - Listening 
 

1 | P a g e  
 

You are going to listen to an interview with an author. 
 
Listening Task One: Read questions one and two. Listen to the interview and choose 
the correct answer to complete each statement. 
 
In-store host: Thank you all for coming this evening. As I’m sure you all know, our 
in-store guest today is Rachel Asher. Ms. Asher is currently touring the country 
promoting her new book, Home Away from Home, based on her experiences raising 
small children while working for a U.S. corporation overseas. Welcome! 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Thank you. 
 
In-store host: Can you share with us an example of one of the stories you included 
in the book? 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Certainly. One of my favorite stories occurred when my 
husband and I lived in Tokyo. It involves the Japanese custom of removing shoes 
when entering the home. We in the U.S., of course, are not normally in the practice 
of taking off our shoes every time we enter a house. Now . . . most everyone in Japan 
and the U.S. knows about the other’s customs, but that doesn’t mean that your 
small children are prepared to deal with it . . . and, more importantly, prepared to 
accept both traditions without judgment. 
 
In-store host: Right. Go on. 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Well, we let our 5-year-old know that if she visited a Japanese 
home for a play date—as we certainly hoped she would—that she would need to 
remove her shoes, which she found delightful. After a few days at her international 
school, she was invited over to the home of a classmate. Now, before we left the 
states, I had just begun to teach my daughter that the floor was dirty—that she 
should not fall asleep on the floor, that it wasn’t a place to eat, et cetera. 
 
In-store host: So how did these two issues—her idea that the floor was a dirty place 
and the Japanese tradition of removing shoes in the house—come together? 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Well, we went to this home, and everything seemed great at 
the beginning. I sat down for tea with the girl’s grandmother, who was a retired 
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English teacher. A few minutes later, both girls re-appeared and mine demanded to 
go home . . . and announced, to my horror, that this house and her friend were 
“dirty,” and she couldn’t stay. She and her new friend had been playing dolls, and 
the Japanese girl—Makiko—had gotten out her dollhouse . . . and things were great 
. . . until bedtime. It was then that Makiko placed the family on the floor of their 
bedrooms. 
 
In-store host: I think I see where this is going. 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Exactly. My daughter, of course, announced that this was 
dirty, and that she wasn’t going to sleep on the floor. Makiko said that this is how 
her family slept . . . and Susan told Makiko that her family was dirty . . . and Makiko 
responded that people who wear their shoes in the house were dirty . . . and soon 
we had two very hurt and angry little girls. 
 
In-store host: What happened next? 
 
Rachel Asher, author: I immediately began to explain to Susan that she couldn’t say 
things like that, but the grandmother interrupted, gently, and suggested that we 
listen to why the girls thought as they did. Luckily, the grandmother took over—
never underestimate the wisdom of grandmothers—and listened closely to what 
my daughter had to say. We realized that they hadn’t thought through the reasoning 
behind the different traditions and ideas of cleanliness. My daughter hadn’t 
considered the fact that because Japanese people don’t wear shoes indoors, that 
their floors might not be as dirty. What I got from this—and what I encourage 
parents to apply—is that it isn’t enough to be familiar with different customs . . . 
you need to talk with your children about how others think differently . . . and how 
those ways of thinking lead to different traditions and opinions. You can’t cover 
every topic, but you can develop such open-minded patterns of thinking and 
listening in your children. 
 
In-store host: And we can read this book to discover issues that other parents have 
dealt with, too. 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Yes, you can. 
 
In-store host: Well, let’s take some questions and comments from our audience . . . 



 Advanced Three - Unit Six - Listening 
 

3 | P a g e  
 

 
Listening Task Two: listen to the interview again, and choose the correct answer to 
each question, then compare your answers with a partner. 
In-store host: Thank you all for coming this evening. As I’m sure you all know, our 
in-store guest today is Rachel Asher. Ms. Asher is currently touring the country 
promoting her new book, Home Away from Home, based on her experiences raising 
small children while working for a U.S. corporation overseas. Welcome! 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Thank you. 
 
In-store host: Can you share with us an example of one of the stories you included 
in the book? 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Certainly. One of my favorite stories occurred when my 
husband and I lived in Tokyo. It involves the Japanese custom of removing shoes 
when entering the home. We in the U.S., of course, are not normally in the practice 
of taking off our shoes every time we enter a house. Now . . . most everyone in Japan 
and the U.S. knows about the other’s customs, but that doesn’t mean that your 
small children are prepared to deal with it . . . and, more importantly, prepared to 
accept both traditions without judgment. 
 
In-store host: Right. Go on. 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Well, we let our 5-year-old know that if she visited a Japanese 
home for a play date—as we certainly hoped she would—that she would need to 
remove her shoes, which she found delightful. After a few days at her international 
school, she was invited over to the home of a classmate. Now, before we left the 
states, I had just begun to teach my daughter that the floor was dirty—that she 
should not fall asleep on the floor, that it wasn’t a place to eat, et cetera. 
 
In-store host: So how did these two issues—her idea that the floor was a dirty place 
and the Japanese tradition of removing shoes in the house—come together? 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Well, we went to this home, and everything seemed great at 
the beginning. I sat down for tea with the girl’s grandmother, who was a retired 
English teacher. A few minutes later, both girls re-appeared and mine demanded to 
go home . . . and announced, to my horror, that this house and her friend were 
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“dirty,” and she couldn’t stay. She and her new friend had been playing dolls, and 
the Japanese girl—Makiko—had gotten out her dollhouse . . . and things were great 
. . . until bedtime. It was then that Makiko placed the family on the floor of their 
bedrooms. 
 
In-store host: I think I see where this is going. 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Exactly. My daughter, of course, announced that this was 
dirty, and that she wasn’t going to sleep on the floor. Makiko said that this is how 
her family slept . . . and Susan told Makiko that her family was dirty . . . and Makiko 
responded that people who wear their shoes in the house were dirty . . . and soon 
we had two very hurt and angry little girls. 
 
In-store host: What happened next? 
 
Rachel Asher, author: I immediately began to explain to Susan that she couldn’t say 
things like that, but the grandmother interrupted, gently, and suggested that we 
listen to why the girls thought as they did. Luckily, the grandmother took over—
never underestimate the wisdom of grandmothers—and listened closely to what 
my daughter had to say. We realized that they hadn’t thought through the reasoning 
behind the different traditions and ideas of cleanliness. My daughter hadn’t 
considered the fact that because Japanese people don’t wear shoes indoors, that 
their floors might not be as dirty. What I got from this—and what I encourage 
parents to apply—is that it isn’t enough to be familiar with different customs . . . 
you need to talk with your children about how others think differently . . . and how 
those ways of thinking lead to different traditions and opinions. You can’t cover 
every topic, but you can develop such open-minded patterns of thinking and 
listening in your children. 
 
In-store host: And we can read this book to discover issues that other parents have 
dealt with, too. 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Yes, you can. 
 
In-store host: Well, let’s take some questions and comments from our audience . . . 
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Listen for the third time to make sure you understood everything. 
 
In-store host: Thank you all for coming this evening. As I’m sure you all know, our 
in-store guest today is Rachel Asher. Ms. Asher is currently touring the country 
promoting her new book, Home Away from Home, based on her experiences raising 
small children while working for a U.S. corporation overseas. Welcome! 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Thank you. 
 
In-store host: Can you share with us an example of one of the stories you included 
in the book? 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Certainly. One of my favorite stories occurred when my 
husband and I lived in Tokyo. It involves the Japanese custom of removing shoes 
when entering the home. We in the U.S., of course, are not normally in the practice 
of taking off our shoes every time we enter a house. Now . . . most everyone in Japan 
and the U.S. knows about the other’s customs, but that doesn’t mean that your 
small children are prepared to deal with it . . . and, more importantly, prepared to 
accept both traditions without judgment. 
 
In-store host: Right. Go on. 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Well, we let our 5-year-old know that if she visited a Japanese 
home for a play date—as we certainly hoped she would—that she would need to 
remove her shoes, which she found delightful. After a few days at her international 
school, she was invited over to the home of a classmate. Now, before we left the 
states, I had just begun to teach my daughter that the floor was dirty—that she 
should not fall asleep on the floor, that it wasn’t a place to eat, et cetera. 
 
In-store host: So how did these two issues—her idea that the floor was a dirty place 
and the Japanese tradition of removing shoes in the house—come together? 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Well, we went to this home, and everything seemed great at 
the beginning. I sat down for tea with the girl’s grandmother, who was a retired 
English teacher. A few minutes later, both girls re-appeared and mine demanded to 
go home . . . and announced, to my horror, that this house and her friend were 
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“dirty,” and she couldn’t stay. She and her new friend had been playing dolls, and 
the Japanese girl—Makiko—had gotten out her dollhouse . . . and things were great 
. . . until bedtime. It was then that Makiko placed the family on the floor of their 
bedrooms. 
 
In-store host: I think I see where this is going. 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Exactly. My daughter, of course, announced that this was 
dirty, and that she wasn’t going to sleep on the floor. Makiko said that this is how 
her family slept . . . and Susan told Makiko that her family was dirty . . . and Makiko 
responded that people who wear their shoes in the house were dirty . . . and soon 
we had two very hurt and angry little girls. 
 
In-store host: What happened next? 
 
Rachel Asher, author: I immediately began to explain to Susan that she couldn’t say 
things like that, but the grandmother interrupted, gently, and suggested that we 
listen to why the girls thought as they did. Luckily, the grandmother took over—
never underestimate the wisdom of grandmothers—and listened closely to what 
my daughter had to say. We realized that they hadn’t thought through the reasoning 
behind the different traditions and ideas of cleanliness. My daughter hadn’t 
considered the fact that because Japanese people don’t wear shoes indoors, that 
their floors might not be as dirty. What I got from this—and what I encourage 
parents to apply—is that it isn’t enough to be familiar with different customs . . . 
you need to talk with your children about how others think differently . . . and how 
those ways of thinking lead to different traditions and opinions. You can’t cover 
every topic, but you can develop such open-minded patterns of thinking and 
listening in your children. 
 
In-store host: And we can read this book to discover issues that other parents have 
dealt with, too. 
 
Rachel Asher, author: Yes, you can. 
 
In-store host: Well, let’s take some questions and comments from our audience . . . 
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Listen to Paul and Andrea talking about their families. What are two things that are 
different about their families? Complete the chart. 

Paul: So, Andrea, you going home for the holidays? 

Andrea: I, sure, am. I've booked a flight for tomorrow afternoon, and I can't wait. 

Paul: That sounds great. 

Andrea: What about you? going home too? 

Paul: I haven't decided yet. I'm still debating. 

Andrea: Haven't decided?! Oh, you're never going to get a flight out of here. I'm sure 
all the seats have been reserved by now. It's the holiday season, after all. 

Paul:  Well, it's not such a big deal for me. My family only lives about 150 miles from 
here. I usually drive or take the train. It's a short trip. 

Andrea: You don't sound very excited about it. 

Paul: Well, we're not really a very close-knit family. I have three brothers, and they're 
spread out all over the place. One lives on the east coast and the other on the west 
coast. I even have a brother in Montreal. 

Andrea: Oh, wow… What does he do? 

Paul: Translation work. It's kind of strange, but we rarely get together as a family 
anymore. 

Andrea: Well, I try to get home as much as possible. We're a big family. There are six 
of us children, so it's always a lot of fun. 

Paul: six kids?! 

Andrea: Yep, and we're all really close; you should see it. Most of us are married too, 
so it makes for a very crowded house over the holidays. 

Paul: I can imagine. 

Andrea: Of course, there are too many people to cook dinner for us. It's a real headache 
for my parents, so we end up going out to dinner a lot. It's pretty crazy. 

Paul: Well, at my house my mother loves to cook. So, when all of us do get home, which 
isn't that often, she always cooks big homemade meals. We have leftovers for days. 
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      Now listen again, and check your answers. 

Paul: So, Andrea, you going home for the holidays? 

Andrea: I, sure, am. I've booked a flight for tomorrow afternoon, and I can't wait. 

Paul: That sounds great. 

Andrea: What about you? going home too? 

Paul: I haven't decided yet. I'm still debating. 

Andrea: Haven't decided?! Oh, you're never going to get a flight out of here. I'm sure 
all the seats have been reserved by now. It's the holiday season, after all. 

Paul:  Well, it's not such a big deal for me. My family only lives about 150 miles from 
here. I usually drive or take the train. It's a short trip. 

Andrea: You don't sound very excited about it. 

Paul: Well, we're not really a very close-knit family. I have three brothers, and they're 
spread out all over the place. One lives on the east coast and the other on the west 
coast. I even have a brother in Montreal. 

Andrea: Oh, wow… What does he do? 

Paul: Translation work. It's kind of strange, but we rarely get together as a family 
anymore. 

Andrea: Well, I try to get home as much as possible. We're a big family. There are six 
of us children, so it's always a lot of fun. 

Paul: six kids?! 

Andrea: Yep, and we're all really close; you should see it. Most of us are married too, 
so it makes for a very crowded house over the holidays. 

Paul: I can imagine. 

Andrea: Of course, there are too many people to cook dinner for us. It's a real headache 
for my parents, so we end up going out to dinner a lot. It's pretty crazy. 

Paul: Well, at my house my mother loves to cook. So, when all of us do get home, which 
isn't that often, she always cooks big homemade meals. We have leftovers for days. 
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