— N R

£5SAY WRITING (PART ONE)

An essay consists of three differen (e8TiponEntE: an introductory paragreaph, o number
ol body paragraphs. and a concluding im'rhgruph. In this unit, you will |tﬁ.ﬁ1 how to
write the introductory paragraph, and in the next unit, you will pmctfcu how 1o devise body
paragraphs and the concluding paragraph,

Essay:

TRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH

The first paragraph in an essay is called the L“}."’H““ ¢ paragraph. Without an
L N o =

introductory paragraph. your essay seemsmujhm;ﬂilu the reader-An miroductory paragraph

starts by introducing the general idea of the topic and then narrows to the specific idea of

the BRESES siatement.
The Whésis statement carries the main idea of the essav. As the lopic sentence is the

main idea of a paragraph, the#HeSis statement is the main idea of the essay. In fact, o thesis,
statement summarizes whal the entire essay is about. [t contains the topic and the controlling
idea for the whole essay. The topic is the theme or subject matter of the essay. The controlling

1dea defines the purpose of the essay and sets its direction.

Here is an example of an introductory paragraph:
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In the previous |'|-|“_'|'r{:|_g|,|,_"|_1_}r}' F'Inil]'n.l_l_ﬂ'q'li?l'i, there 15 o H}H“ slntement cun{;““ing a 1"-|'F||.L' and
a controlling wlea:

Thesis statement: My wedding was the most thelling day of my life.
Topic: my wedding

Controlling idea: being the most thrillinglday of my lite

Activity

Fin_d lh!e thesis statements in the following introductory paragraphs, and then
analyze each thesis statement into its topic and controlling idea.

It was a sunny day in the summer of 1998 when my
family moved out of the city to the Sblirbs; 1 did not
like leaving because | would lose my inends and the
places where | had had so much fun. It was very s
for me to see my friends stunding in front of the old
house as we said our last goodbyes. Little did | know
that this move would furn eutito be one of the best
moments of my life.

Whekis statement: Ben one of the best roments af my bfe
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Controlling idea: ;.00 o fo be ome of the best momends o ny Whe

The Romans kept [E8ES on their [CHpitol Hillj to
Mﬂ;dlﬂnﬂ in the evenl of attack by night. Modern
Americans, despite their technology, have hardly
improved on that old system of prolection. According
1o the latest Safery Council report, almost any door with
a standard lock can be opened easily with a common

plastic foredit card. |
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Topic: 53#1-'! o protection
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A two-hundred-pound leenager guit scho

ol because
no desk would hold him. A thres

-hundred-pound chef
who could no longer stand on his feet was fired) A
three-hundred-fifty-pound truck driver broke fumiture

i his friends® houses, All these people are now living

healthier, happier, and thinner lives, thanks to the
remarkabile fntestinal bypass surgesy first developed in
1967.
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