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You're going to hear Molly, a journalist, talking about a time when she was lost 
in the rain forest in south America.  

Listening task one: 

 listen to Molly’s story and number the events in the order they happened. 

Friend: Molly, it's so good to see you! What an adventure! How on earth did you survive? 
And what were you doing in South America anyway?  
Molly: Well, it was quite an experience! I was on my way to Belem to do some research 
for an article about the rain forest.  
Friend: Uhuh.  
Molly: Before I left, I called my friend Steve in Belem to let him know that I was flying in 
that evening. It was a small plane and the weather wasn't too good, so I was pretty 
scared, but I had to be in Belem that night. Everything was fine until the weather started 
to get worse. There was a lot of thunder and lightning, and just as we were flying over 
some mountains, the engines started to make some really strange noises. Then suddenly 
the engines stopped ... we started to fall.  
Friend: Oh, no! What did you do?  
Molly: Well, there was nothing I could do. I was sure I was going to die and there was 
nothing I could do about it. The plane just fell and fell and then there was a crash and 
everything went black. When I woke up, I was in a tree and there were pieces of the 
plane all around me. By then it was getting dark and it was pretty cold. My head hurt and 
my arm was bleeding and there was nothing but the sounds of the forest-I felt so alone.  
Friend: So what did you do?  
Molly: Well, first I climbed out of the tree. That was really painful because my arm hurt 
a lot. In fact, I found out afterwards that it was broken. When I got to the ground,I just 
lay down and slept.  
Friend: How could you sleep out there in the forest? Weren't you frightened?  
Molly: Yes, I was terrified, but I was totally exhausted. I didn't sleep very well because it 
was so cold and I was so frightened. It's freezing in the forest at night. Anyway, as soon 
as it was light, I started to think about what I was going to do. I was all alone in the middle 
of nowhere. I had no idea where I was or how to find my way back to civilization. I was 
also really hungry.  
Friend: Hungry? At a time like that?  
Molly: Yes, I hadn't eaten for hours and I knew I had to keep my strength up if I was going 
to survive. 
Friend: So what happened then?  
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Molly: Well, first, I found some berries. I didn't know what they were, or if they were 
good to eat or poisonous. But I was so hungry that I had to eat something. Then while I 
was eating the berries, I remembered that when you are lost in the forest, you are 
supposed to look for a river. Firstly because you need water to drink, and also because 
rivers lead out of the forest. So I set out to try to find a river.  

            Friend: But you could have been miles away from a river!  

Molly: I was. I walked all day until I couldn't walk anymore, and I found nothing. I just got 
more and more lost. And that evening, I realized that I might never find my way out. I 
might die in the forest and no one would ever find me.  

Friend: How awful! You must have felt really alone.  
Molly: I did, but just as I was starting to feel really depressed, I saw a monkey sitting in a 
tree. He had come over to see what I was doing and he started chattering at me and 
leaping from branch to branch. That made me laugh. It was the first time I had laughed 
since the crash, and I decided at that moment that somehow I was going to survive. 

Listening task two: 

Listen again and decide if the statements about the story are true or false?   

Friend: Molly, it's so good to see you! What an adventure! How on earth did you survive? 
And what were you doing in South America anyway?  
Molly: Well, it was quite an experience! I was on my way to Belem to do some research 
for an article about the rain forest.  
Friend: Uhuh.  
Molly: Before I left, I called my friend Steve in Belem to let him know that I was flying in 
that evening. It was a small plane and the weather wasn't too good, so I was pretty 
scared, but I had to be in Belem that night. Everything was fine until the weather started 
to get worse. There was a lot of thunder and lightning, and just as we were flying over 
some mountains, the engines started to make some really strange noises. Then suddenly 
the engines stopped ... we started to fall.  
Friend: Oh, no! What did you do?  
Molly: Well, there was nothing I could do. I was sure I was going to die and there was 
nothing I could do about it. The plane just fell and fell and then there was a crash and 
everything went black. When I woke up, I was in a tree and there were pieces of the 
plane all around me. By then it was getting dark and it was pretty cold. My head hurt and 
my arm was bleeding and there was nothing but the sounds of the forest-I felt so alone.  
Friend: So what did you do?  
Molly: Well, first I climbed out of the tree. That was really painful because my arm hurt 
a lot. In fact, I found out afterwards that it was broken. When I got to the ground,I just 
lay down and slept.  
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Friend: How could you sleep out there in the forest? Weren't you frightened?  
Molly: Yes, I was terrified, but I was totally exhausted. I didn't sleep very well because it 
was so cold and I was so frightened. It's freezing in the forest at night. Anyway, as soon 
as it was light, I started to think about what I was going to do. I was all alone in the middle 
of nowhere. I had no idea where I was or how to find my way back to civilization. I was 
also really hungry.  
Friend: Hungry? At a time like that?  
Molly: Yes, I hadn't eaten for hours and I knew I had to keep my strength up if I was going 
to survive. 
Friend: So what happened then?  
Molly: Well, first, I found some berries. I didn't know what they were, or if they were good 
to eat or poisonous. But I was so hungry that I had to eat something. Then while I was 
eating the berries, I remembered that when you are lost in the forest, you are supposed 
to look for a river. Firstly because you need water to drink, and also because rivers lead 
out of the forest. So I set out to try to find a river.  

            Friend: But you could have been miles away from a river!  

Molly: I was. I walked all day until I couldn't walk anymore, and I found nothing. I just got 
more and more lost. And that evening, I realized that I might never find my way out. I 
might die in the forest and no one would ever find me.  

Friend: How awful! You must have felt really alone.  
Molly: I did, but just as I was starting to feel really depressed, I saw a monkey sitting in a 
tree. He had come over to see what I was doing and he started chattering at me and 
leaping from branch to branch. That made me laugh. It was the first time I had laughed 
since the crash, and I decided at that moment that somehow I was going to survive. 

 Listen for the third time to make sure you understood everything. 

Friend: Molly, it's so good to see you! What an adventure! How on earth did you survive? 
And what were you doing in South America anyway?  
Molly: Well, it was quite an experience! I was on my way to Belem to do some research 
for an article about the rain forest.  
Friend: Uhuh.  
Molly: Before I left, I called my friend Steve in Belem to let him know that I was flying in 
that evening. It was a small plane and the weather wasn't too good, so I was pretty 
scared, but I had to be in Belem that night. Everything was fine until the weather started 
to get worse. There was a lot of thunder and lightning, and just as we were flying over 
some mountains, the engines started to make some really strange noises. Then suddenly 
the engines stopped ... we started to fall.  
Friend: Oh, no! What did you do?  
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Molly: Well, there was nothing I could do. I was sure I was going to die and there was 
nothing I could do about it. The plane just fell and fell and then there was a crash and 
everything went black. When I woke up, I was in a tree and there were pieces of the 
plane all around me. By then it was getting dark and it was pretty cold. My head hurt and 
my arm was bleeding and there was nothing but the sounds of the forest-I felt so alone.  
Friend: So what did you do?  
Molly: Well, first I climbed out of the tree. That was really painful because my arm hurt 
a lot. In fact, I found out afterwards that it was broken. When I got to the ground,I just 
lay down and slept.  
Friend: How could you sleep out there in the forest? Weren't you frightened?  
Molly: Yes, I was terrified, but I was totally exhausted. I didn't sleep very well because it 
was so cold and I was so frightened. It's freezing in the forest at night. Anyway, as soon 
as it was light, I started to think about what I was going to do. I was all alone in the middle 
of nowhere. I had no idea where I was or how to find my way back to civilization. I was 
also really hungry.  
Friend: Hungry? At a time like that?  
Molly: Yes, I hadn't eaten for hours and I knew I had to keep my strength up if I was going 
to survive. 
Friend: So what happened then?  
Molly: Well, first, I found some berries. I didn't know what they were, or if they were good 
to eat or poisonous. But I was so hungry that I had to eat something. Then while I was 
eating the berries, I remembered that when you are lost in the forest, you are supposed 
to look for a river. Firstly because you need water to drink, and also because rivers lead 
out of the forest. So I set out to try to find a river.  

            Friend: But you could have been miles away from a river!  

Molly: I was. I walked all day until I couldn't walk anymore, and I found nothing. I just got 
more and more lost. And that evening, I realized that I might never find my way out. I 
might die in the forest and no one would ever find me.  

Friend: How awful! You must have felt really alone.  
Molly: I did, but just as I was starting to feel really depressed, I saw a monkey sitting in a 
tree. He had come over to see what I was doing and he started chattering at me and 
leaping from branch to branch. That made me laugh. It was the first time I had laughed 
since the crash, and I decided at that moment that somehow I was going to survive. 
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Listen to news broadcasts about three events. Take notes about each event then 
take turns describing each event in your own words. 

One: 

A man who considered himself a snake-charmer was strangled to death on Sunday 
by a three and a half meter boa constrictor in a town in Thailand it seems that the 
man rushed to see the giant snake after friends told him the serpent was seen 
beside one of the town's main roads the snake charmer put it around his neck while 
he and his friends were walking home the snake strangled him to death. 

Two: 

Two teenage girls who disappeared from a ship were found alive and well the girls 
turned up on Friday near a small town on the northeast coast of Australia the girl 
said they were visiting a friend on the ship and fell asleep in their friends' cabin when 
they woke up the ship was heading for Singapore, so they decided to jump off the 
ship and swim to shore they found themselves on a deserted part of the Australian 
coast and had to walk over a hundred miles to the nearest town. 

Three: 

Early Tuesday morning in California two police officers who were pursuing a car thief 
down Hollywood Boulevard in a high-speed chase were rescued by the thief during 
the chase the officers' car overturned and fell into a shallow river the officers 
couldn't get out of the car which was rapidly filling up with water the thief went 
back to the scene of the accident and helped rescue the officers the Hollywood 
Police Department has decided to drop charges against the thief for saving the 
officers lives. 

Now listen again and check your answers. 

One: 

A man who considered himself a snake-charmer was strangled to death on Sunday 
by a three and a half meter boa constrictor in a town in Thailand it seems that the 
man rushed to see the giant snake after friends told him the serpent was seen 
beside one of the town's main roads the snake charmer put it around his neck while 
he and his friends were walking home the snake strangled him to death. 
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Two: 

Two teenage girls who disappeared from a ship were found alive and well the girls 
turned up on Friday near a small town on the northeast coast of Australia the girl 
said they were visiting a friend on the ship and fell asleep in their friends' cabin when 
they woke up the ship was heading for Singapore, so they decided to jump off the 
ship and swim to shore they found themselves on a deserted part of the Australian 
coast and had to walk over a hundred miles to the nearest town. 

Three: 

Early Tuesday morning in California two police officers who were pursuing a car thief 
down Hollywood Boulevard in a high-speed chase were rescued by the thief during 
the chase the officers' car overturned and fell into a shallow river the officers 
couldn't get out of the car which was rapidly filling up with water the thief went 
back to the scene of the accident and helped rescue the officers the Hollywood 
Police Department has decided to drop charges against the thief for saving the 
officers lives. 
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