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A reporter is discussing the advantages and disadvantages of genetically 
modified food. 

Listening tasks one: Listen and complete the chart below. 

Reporter: You're in the supermarket deciding what you want to buy. The tomatoes and 
corn look especially delicious. But wait! Do you stop and wonder if those vegetables have 
been genetically modified? Wouldn't you want to know before you bought them? 
Shouldn't they be labeled so that you have the right to choose?  
What are genetically modified foods? Genes are the blueprints for an organism. Genetic 
engineering is the process of artificially modifying these blueprints. Scientists can 
transfer the desirable genes of one organism to another-altering its genetic makeup. 
Scientists now are routinely using genes from bacteria, viruses, insects, fish, and animals 
to modify food crops.  
Supporters of genetically-modified foods want crops that are resistant to herbicides-
plant-killing chemicals that farmers use to kill unwanted weeds and plants. Supporters 
also say that these new genetically-altered crops such as corn, potatoes, and soybeans 
are more resistant to certain bacteria, viruses, and insects. Others claim that in the future 
scientists will develop foods that are more nutritious and able to prevent disease.  
Opponents of genetically-modified foods are worried about the dangers... and they list 
many. New toxins in foods, the spread of disease across species, disturbances in the 
ecological balance, herbicide-resistant plants that may grow out of control. They claim 
that we don't know what the long-term effects of producing genetically-modified foods 
will be. And once changes are made in the genetic structure of organisms, they cannot 
be reversed. The problem will be self-perpetuating. At the very least, opponents of 
genetically-modified food want producers and retailers to clearly mark products that 
contain genetically-modified ingredients.  
Will all this technology result in better crops and healthier food? Or is there a risk to 
humans and the environment that should not be ignored?  

Listening task two: Listen again and look at the statements below. Which are in 
favor of GM foods and which are against them? 

Reporter: You're in the supermarket deciding what you want to buy. The tomatoes and 
corn look especially delicious. But wait! Do you stop and wonder if those vegetables have 
been genetically modified? Wouldn't you want to know before you bought them? 
Shouldn't they be labeled so that you have the right to choose?  
What are genetically modified foods? Genes are the blueprints for an organism. Genetic 
engineering is the process of artificially modifying these blueprints. Scientists can 
transfer the desirable genes of one organism to another-altering its genetic makeup. 
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Scientists now are routinely using genes from bacteria, viruses, insects, fish, and animals 
to modify food crops.  
Supporters of genetically-modified foods want crops that are resistant to herbicides-
plant-killing chemicals that farmers use to kill unwanted weeds and plants. Supporters 
also say that these new genetically-altered crops such as corn, potatoes, and soybeans 
are more resistant to certain bacteria, viruses, and insects. Others claim that in the future 
scientists will develop foods that are more nutritious and able to prevent disease.  
Opponents of genetically-modified foods are worried about the dangers... and they list 
many. New toxins in foods, the spread of disease across species, disturbances in the 
ecological balance, herbicide-resistant plants that may grow out of control. They claim 
that we don't know what the long-term effects of producing genetically-modified foods 
will be. And once changes are made in the genetic structure of organisms, they cannot 
be reversed. The problem will be self-perpetuating. At the very least, opponents of 
genetically-modified food want producers and retailers to clearly mark products that 
contain genetically-modified ingredients.  
Will all this technology result in better crops and healthier food? Or is there a risk to 
humans and the environment that should not be ignored?  

Listen for the third time to make sure you understood everything. 

Reporter: You're in the supermarket deciding what you want to buy. The tomatoes and 
corn look especially delicious. But wait! Do you stop and wonder if those vegetables have 
been genetically modified? Wouldn't you want to know before you bought them? 
Shouldn't they be labeled so that you have the right to choose?  
What are genetically modified foods? Genes are the blueprints for an organism. Genetic 
engineering is the process of artificially modifying these blueprints. Scientists can 
transfer the desirable genes of one organism to another-altering its genetic makeup. 
Scientists now are routinely using genes from bacteria, viruses, insects, fish, and animals 
to modify food crops.  
Supporters of genetically-modified foods want crops that are resistant to herbicides-
plant-killing chemicals that farmers use to kill unwanted weeds and plants. Supporters 
also say that these new genetically-altered crops such as corn, potatoes, and soybeans 
are more resistant to certain bacteria, viruses, and insects. Others claim that in the future 
scientists will develop foods that are more nutritious and able to prevent disease.  
Opponents of genetically-modified foods are worried about the dangers... and they list 
many. New toxins in foods, the spread of disease across species, disturbances in the 
ecological balance, herbicide-resistant plants that may grow out of control. They claim 
that we don't know what the long-term effects of producing genetically-modified foods 
will be. And once changes are made in the genetic structure of organisms, they cannot 
be reversed. The problem will be self-perpetuating. At the very least, opponents of 



 Advanced One - Unit Six - Listening 
 

3 | P a g e  
 

genetically-modified food want producers and retailers to clearly mark products that 
contain genetically-modified ingredients.  
Will all this technology result in better crops and healthier food? Or is there a risk to 
humans and the environment that should not be ignored?  
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Listen to three people describing how some serious environmental problems are 
being solved. Write down the problem each one talks about, listen again, what can 
be done to solve each problem? 

 

One: Jenny; 

You know I've been reading a lot about the problem of landfills, and it really has me 
worried. Why? Well, it seems that the easiest way of disposing of trash is by burying 
it in landfills the problem is that in many countries, the landfills have already been 
filled up and it's hard to find places to start new ones, no one wants a huge landfill 
anywhere near their neighborhood. So, what's the solution? Well, there is no easy 
solution, but many cities are trying to do more recycling so that they can reduce the 
amount of stuff that goes into the landfills. 

Two: Adam; 

I can't believe it's become dangerous to get a suntan. What is this world coming to?! 
Well, the Sun has never been good for you, but it's really dangerous now you see the 
ozonosphere, which helps protect us from the Sun's ultraviolet rays has been 
damaged by pollution in the air when the ozone layer gets too thin it can cause an 
increase in skin cancer and other problems. But is there anything we can do to solve 
the problem? Sure, one of the biggest threats to the ozone layer is cars. The exhaust 
gases from cars the best way to save the ozone layer is to drive less, so in many 
places, people are being asked to carpool. 

Three: Kate; 

You know you always hear about air pollution, but not many people are aware of the 
problem of water pollution. You mean in the oceans? No, I mean polluted drinking 
water, it's a problem in almost every major city in the world almost all our rivers and 
lakes, where we get our drinking water from, are being polluted in some way by 
businesses, farms, homes, industries, and other sources, and even though the water 
most of us drink is treated it's still not a hundred percent pure. So, what's the 
solution? Well, it's a complicated problem to solve, but basically what's involved is 
treating all waste products more carefully, so that dangerous chemicals and bacteria 
don't get into our water supply. 
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Now listen again and check your answers one. 

One: Jenny; 

You know I've been reading a lot about the problem of landfills, and it really has me 
worried. Why? Well, it seems that the easiest way of disposing of trash is by burying 
it in landfills the problem is that in many countries, the landfills have already been 
filled up and it's hard to find places to start new ones, no one wants a huge landfill 
anywhere near their neighborhood. So, what's the solution? Well, there is no easy 
solution, but many cities are trying to do more recycling so that they can reduce the 
amount of stuff that goes into the landfills. 

Two: Adam; 

I can't believe it's become dangerous to get a suntan. What is this world coming to?! 
Well, the Sun has never been good for you, but it's really dangerous now you see the 
ozonosphere, which helps protect us from the Sun's ultraviolet rays has been 
damaged by pollution in the air when the ozone layer gets too thin it can cause an 
increase in skin cancer and other problems. But is there anything we can do to solve 
the problem? Sure, one of the biggest threats to the ozone layer is cars. The exhaust 
gases from cars the best way to save the ozone layer is to drive less, so in many 
places, people are being asked to carpool. 

Three: Kate; 

You know you always hear about air pollution, but not many people are aware of the 
problem of water pollution. You mean in the oceans? No, I mean polluted drinking 
water, it's a problem in almost every major city in the world almost all our rivers and 
lakes, where we get our drinking water from, are being polluted in some way by 
businesses, farms, homes, industries, and other sources, and even though the water 
most of us drink is treated it's still not a hundred percent pure. So, what's the 
solution? Well, it's a complicated problem to solve, but basically what's involved is 
treating all waste products more carefully, so that dangerous chemicals and bacteria 
don't get into our water supply. 
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