
 Advanced Three - Unit Four - Listening 
 

1 | P a g e  
 

You are going to listen to a class debate about personality development.  
 
Listening Task One: Read questions one and two. Listen to the debate, then choose 
the correct answer for each question. 
 
Professor: Good afternoon, class. Our next topic is influences on personality 
development. There are many theories about personality development, but before we 
get into them, we need to ask a basic question: How much of our personality comes 
from our genes—nature? And how much from our environment (home, school, and 
friends)—what we call nurture? I have asked two students to debate this question: 
which is most important for forming a child’s personality, nature, or nurture? 
 
Student 1: I’m going to argue that the answer is nature. In recent years, scientists have 
learned much more about our genes, the chemical instructions which control all 
aspects of the human body. We now know that there are personality genes. Your DNA, 
the total of all your genes, determines whether you will be shy or outgoing, optimistic 
or pessimistic, well-behaved, or a troublemaker. There’s no difference between 
personality and other characteristics, like eye color, hair color, or height. If your genes 
say you’re going to be short, then no amount of nurture will make you a star basketball 
player. 
 
Student 2: I agree that genes are clearly important, but I disagree with your idea that 
there is no difference between physical and psychological characteristics. The truth is 
that your personality is heavily determined by the environment. Let me give you a sad 
example. In the 1990s, many children in Romania were orphaned. After their parents 
died, they lived in appalling conditions in orphanages. They did not have enough to 
eat, they were often sick, and they were neglected. Worst of all, they received no love 
or affection from the staff. After they were rescued and adopted by loving families, 
they recovered physically but not emotionally. Psychologists have shown that children 
need an emotional connection very early in life in order to develop normally. 
It doesn’t matter what your genes say if no one shows you any affection. 
 
Student 1: That’s a very extreme case. But let’s say you’re right that early experiences 
play a role in personality development. Geneticists have shown that genes describe 
the possibilities and limits for each person. Not everyone will live up to their potential. 
For example, if you have a musical gene, but you never play an instrument. Obviously, 
you won’t develop as a musician. Let me say one more thing about childhood: a child’s 
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“nature” can influence her “nurture.” For example, if a child causes a lot of trouble and 
behaves badly, the parents will try to discipline or punish the child. I don’t think you 
can say that the parents’ behavior is responsible for the child’s personality; the child’s 
nature caused their behavior in the first place. 
 
Student 2: That’s very clever, but the fact is that good parenting can change a child’s 
behavior and personality. Here’s an example. What do you do if your child is hungry 
and wants food now? A geneticist would say that the child has a natural personality to 
be impatient and bossy. So, the parent should wait a short time before giving any food, 
and try to change the child’s personality. However, researchers have found that it’s 
better to feed the child immediately because you create a feeling of trust. It’s 
important for children to trust their parents. When children have a strong sense of 
trust, they grow up to be more secure adults. 
 
Student 1: But there is still a genetic influence. A recent university study found that 
there is a crime gene. If you have a certain gene, you are more likely to commit crimes 
as an adult. Now, not everyone with this gene becomes a criminal. However, if a child 
with this gene is abused, there is a very high connection with crime later in life. Clearly, 
the gene is activated by early experiences, but after that, nature directs your life. 
 
Student 2: Your theory puts too much responsibility on the parents, and it does not 
allow children to change as they grow older. Not every abused child with that gene 
becomes a criminal. So, there must be other factors at work. Many researchers in 
human behavior have discovered developmental paths that most children follow. This 
means that there are stages in our development as we change from babies to children 
to young adults and adults. Our identity develops over time—it’s not finished so early 
in life. In fact, in some models, an important part of personality development happens 
to teenagers and young adults—that’s us! 
 
Professor: Okay, thanks for presenting those arguments. As I’m sure you’ve seen, it’s 
hard for most experts to accept a strong version of either the “nature” or “nurture” 
theory. That means few people believe that our personality results from 100% genetics 
or 100% social environment. It is safe to say that our personality is formed by a 
combination of nature and nurture. Psychologists cannot ignore the results of genetic 
tests, but they should also not forget the remarkable human ability to change and 
adapt to circumstances. 
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Listening Task Two: listen to the lecture again, and choose the correct answer for 
each question, then compare your answers with a partner. 
 
Professor: Good afternoon, class. Our next topic is influences on personality 
development. There are many theories about personality development, but before we 
get into them, we need to ask a basic question: How much of our personality comes 
from our genes—nature? And how much from our environment (home, school, and 
friends)—what we call nurture? I have asked two students to debate this question: 
which is most important for forming a child’s personality, nature, or nurture? 
 
Student 1: I’m going to argue that the answer is nature. In recent years, scientists have 
learned much more about our genes, the chemical instructions which control all 
aspects of the human body. We now know that there are personality genes. Your DNA, 
the total of all your genes, determines whether you will be shy or outgoing, optimistic 
or pessimistic, well-behaved, or a troublemaker. There’s no difference between 
personality and other characteristics, like eye color, hair color, or height. If your genes 
say you’re going to be short, then no amount of nurture will make you a star basketball 
player. 
 
Student 2: I agree that genes are clearly important, but I disagree with your idea that 
there is no difference between physical and psychological characteristics. The truth is 
that your personality is heavily determined by the environment. Let me give you a sad 
example. In the 1990s, many children in Romania were orphaned. After their parents 
died, they lived in appalling conditions in orphanages. They did not have enough to 
eat, they were often sick, and they were neglected. Worst of all, they received no love 
or affection from the staff. After they were rescued and adopted by loving families, 
they recovered physically but not emotionally. Psychologists have shown that children 
need an emotional connection very early in life in order to develop normally. 
It doesn’t matter what your genes say if no one shows you any affection. 
 
Student 1: That’s a very extreme case. But let’s say you’re right that early experiences 
play a role in personality development. Geneticists have shown that genes describe 
the possibilities and limits for each person. Not everyone will live up to their potential. 
For example, if you have a musical gene, but you never play an instrument. Obviously, 
you won’t develop as a musician. Let me say one more thing about childhood: a child’s 
“nature” can influence her “nurture.” For example, if a child causes a lot of trouble and 
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behaves badly, the parents will try to discipline or punish the child. I don’t think you 
can say that the parents’ behavior is responsible for the child’s personality; the child’s 
nature caused their behavior in the first place. 
 
Student 2: That’s very clever, but the fact is that good parenting can change a child’s 
behavior and personality. Here’s an example. What do you do if your child is hungry 
and wants food now? A geneticist would say that the child has a natural personality to 
be impatient and bossy. So, the parent should wait a short time before giving any food, 
and try to change the child’s personality. However, researchers have found that it’s 
better to feed the child immediately because you create a feeling of trust. It’s 
important for children to trust their parents. When children have a strong sense of 
trust, they grow up to be more secure adults. 
 
Student 1: But there is still a genetic influence. A recent university study found that 
there is a crime gene. If you have a certain gene, you are more likely to commit crimes 
as an adult. Now, not everyone with this gene becomes a criminal. However, if a child 
with this gene is abused, there is a very high connection with crime later in life. Clearly, 
the gene is activated by early experiences, but after that, nature directs your life. 
 
Student 2: Your theory puts too much responsibility on the parents, and it does not 
allow children to change as they grow older. Not every abused child with that gene 
becomes a criminal. So, there must be other factors at work. Many researchers in 
human behavior have discovered developmental paths that most children follow. This 
means that there are stages in our development as we change from babies to children 
to young adults and adults. Our identity develops over time—it’s not finished so early 
in life. In fact, in some models, an important part of personality development happens 
to teenagers and young adults—that’s us! 
 
Professor: Okay, thanks for presenting those arguments. As I’m sure you’ve seen, it’s 
hard for most experts to accept a strong version of either the “nature” or “nurture” 
theory. That means few people believe that our personality results from 100% genetics 
or 100% social environment. It is safe to say that our personality is formed by a 
combination of nature and nurture. Psychologists cannot ignore the results of genetic 
tests, but they should also not forget the remarkable human ability to change and 
adapt to circumstances. 
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Listen for the third time to make sure you understood everything. 
 
Professor: Good afternoon, class. Our next topic is influences on personality 
development. There are many theories about personality development, but before we 
get into them, we need to ask a basic question: How much of our personality comes 
from our genes—nature? And how much from our environment (home, school, and 
friends)—what we call nurture? I have asked two students to debate this question: 
which is most important for forming a child’s personality, nature, or nurture? 
 
Student 1: I’m going to argue that the answer is nature. In recent years, scientists have 
learned much more about our genes, the chemical instructions which control all 
aspects of the human body. We now know that there are personality genes. Your DNA, 
the total of all your genes, determines whether you will be shy or outgoing, optimistic 
or pessimistic, well-behaved, or a troublemaker. There’s no difference between 
personality and other characteristics, like eye color, hair color, or height. If your genes 
say you’re going to be short, then no amount of nurture will make you a star basketball 
player. 
 
Student 2: I agree that genes are clearly important, but I disagree with your idea that 
there is no difference between physical and psychological characteristics. The truth is 
that your personality is heavily determined by the environment. Let me give you a sad 
example. In the 1990s, many children in Romania were orphaned. After their parents 
died, they lived in appalling conditions in orphanages. They did not have enough to 
eat, they were often sick, and they were neglected. Worst of all, they received no love 
or affection from the staff. After they were rescued and adopted by loving families, 
they recovered physically but not emotionally. Psychologists have shown that children 
need an emotional connection very early in life in order to develop normally. 
It doesn’t matter what your genes say if no one shows you any affection. 
 
Student 1: That’s a very extreme case. But let’s say you’re right that early experiences 
play a role in personality development. Geneticists have shown that genes describe 
the possibilities and limits for each person. Not everyone will live up to their potential. 
For example, if you have a musical gene, but you never play an instrument. Obviously, 
you won’t develop as a musician. Let me say one more thing about childhood: a child’s 
“nature” can influence her “nurture.” For example, if a child causes a lot of trouble and 
behaves badly, the parents will try to discipline or punish the child. I don’t think you 
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can say that the parents’ behavior is responsible for the child’s personality; the child’s 
nature caused their behavior in the first place. 
 
Student 2: That’s very clever, but the fact is that good parenting can change a child’s 
behavior and personality. Here’s an example. What do you do if your child is hungry 
and wants food now? A geneticist would say that the child has a natural personality to 
be impatient and bossy. So, the parent should wait a short time before giving any food, 
and try to change the child’s personality. However, researchers have found that it’s 
better to feed the child immediately because you create a feeling of trust. It’s 
important for children to trust their parents. When children have a strong sense of 
trust, they grow up to be more secure adults. 
 
Student 1: But there is still a genetic influence. A recent university study found that 
there is a crime gene. If you have a certain gene, you are more likely to commit crimes 
as an adult. Now, not everyone with this gene becomes a criminal. However, if a child 
with this gene is abused, there is a very high connection with crime later in life. Clearly, 
the gene is activated by early experiences, but after that, nature directs your life. 
 
Student 2: Your theory puts too much responsibility on the parents, and it does not 
allow children to change as they grow older. Not every abused child with that gene 
becomes a criminal. So, there must be other factors at work. Many researchers in 
human behavior have discovered developmental paths that most children follow. This 
means that there are stages in our development as we change from babies to children 
to young adults and adults. Our identity develops over time—it’s not finished so early 
in life. In fact, in some models, an important part of personality development happens 
to teenagers and young adults—that’s us! 
 
Professor: Okay, thanks for presenting those arguments. As I’m sure you’ve seen, it’s 
hard for most experts to accept a strong version of either the “nature” or “nurture” 
theory. That means few people believe that our personality results from 100% genetics 
or 100% social environment. It is safe to say that our personality is formed by a 
combination of nature and nurture. Psychologists cannot ignore the results of genetic 
tests, but they should also not forget the remarkable human ability to change and 
adapt to circumstances. 
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Listen to a talk about Steve Jobs, the founder of Apple Computer, and take note. 
What are three things he believed in? 

 

OK. Let's talk a little bit today about Steve Jobs, founder of Apple computer. Jobs, 
a college dropped-out, a dropped-out who then goes on to start a revolutionary 
computer company that changed the way the world perceived the computer and 
its role in society.  Steve Jobs believed, I should say, strongly believed that the 
computer should and would become a tool for the everyday person; and his own 
word, he says, quote, "We started out to get a computer in the hands of everyday 
people, and we succeeded beyond our wildest dreams.", and succeed he did. In 
1977, the world's first mass-marketed personal computer, The Apple II, came out. 
Hundreds and hundreds of thousands were sold. Other companies sprang up then; 
by 1985, there were thirty-eight million computers in the world. In the year 2000, 
that number climbed to five hundred and fifty-seven million. In millions of homes 
across the globe, we communicate by computer, we play games, we get in getting 
information, we shop, we work, we organize our personal finances. All done on the 
personal everyday home computer. Now, behind Jobs's belief that the computer 
should be made available to the everyday person was a true underline belief in 
technology that technology could be used to better our lives. In the 70s, so real 
revolution in technology, but people like Steve Jobs were motivated by more than 
just a need to be involved in the technological revolution. He wanted to shape it. 
Jobs believed that it was important to combine technology and art. To be creative. 
With this kind of thinking, it is not too surprising to see why the Macintosh has 
become a favorite among artists, graphic designers, professionals in the publishing, 
and video and animation industries. Job says, quote, "The Macintosh turned out so 
well because the people working on it were musicians, artists, poets, and historians 
who also happen to be excellent computer scientists." So, Jobs believed in 
technology. He believed it could be made available to everyone, and he believed 
that it could be used as a tool for creativity. He was certainly a pioneer. 
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Now listen again and check your answers. 

OK. Let's talk a little bit today about Steve Jobs, founder of Apple computer. Jobs, 
a college dropped-out, a dropped-out who then goes on to start a revolutionary 
computer company that changed the way the world perceived the computer and 
its role in society.  Steve Jobs believed, I should say, strongly believed that the 
computer should and would become a tool for the everyday person; and his own 
word, he says, quote, "We started out to get a computer in the hands of everyday 
people, and we succeeded beyond our wildest dreams.", and succeed he did. In 
1977, the world's first mass-marketed personal computer, The Apple II, came out. 
Hundreds and hundreds of thousands were sold. Other companies sprang up then; 
by 1985, there were thirty-eight million computers in the world. In the year 2000, 
that number climbed to five hundred and fifty-seven million. In millions of homes 
across the globe, we communicate by computer, we play games, we get in getting 
information, we shop, we work, we organize our personal finances. All done on the 
personal everyday home computer. Now, behind Jobs's belief that the computer 
should be made available to the everyday person was a true underline belief in 
technology that technology could be used to better our lives. In the 70s, so real 
revolution in technology, but people like Steve Jobs were motivated by more than 
just a need to be involved in the technological revolution. He wanted to shape it. 
Jobs believed that it was important to combine technology and art. To be creative. 
With this kind of thinking, it is not too surprising to see why the Macintosh has 
become a favorite among artists, graphic designers, professionals in the publishing, 
and video and animation industries. Job says, quote, "The Macintosh turned out so 
well because the people working on it were musicians, artists, poets, and historians 
who also happen to be excellent computer scientists." So, Jobs believed in 
technology. He believed it could be made available to everyone, and he believed 
that it could be used as a tool for creativity. He was certainly a pioneer. 

 


	Transcripts L-ADV3-Unit4
	Transcripts ML-ADV3-Unit4

